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16-AUG MON   Year 9 Camp (Charnwood) 
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01-Sep WED  *Debutante Ball 

   (Note Change of date)
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Message from the Principal

Dear Parents and Carers,

Hopefully when you read this newsletter, we will have all students back at school. As with previous lockdowns 
the schools’ priorities will be on the wellbeing of students, establishing routines and school expectations. 
We can then focus on the teaching and learning programs.

We are very grateful for all the work families have carried out during remote learning and understand it 
has resulted in some significant levels of anxiety and stress for many families. We also appreciate that when 
students return, they and their and families may feel anxious and concerned. The school will continue to 
ensure hand sanitisers, and other COVID 19 safety equipment are available and appropriate protocols are 
followed.

The planning for the new building continues and when firm details are established, they will be communicated 
to the whole school community. At this stage it would appear there will be significant disruptions to the 
school both towards the end of term 4 and at the beginning of the 2022 school year. While these disruptions 
may be very frustrating, I am sure the new facilities will offer improved teaching and learning opportunities.
Thank you for your support and understanding through these unique times and I am sure that the  assistance 
we offer each other will allow us to make the most of the current situation.

Paul Hills – Principal

Heatherwood launched the Sentral Parent App in Term 2. I hope that all parents have had the opportunity 

to view student reports online. If not, we are able to help you personally. Separated parents are provided 

with individual accounts to access this technology. If you are still having difficulty please call the office, 

(Kaye Shilcock and her team) and we will assist you. Later this term, in Week 7, we will be organising our 

Student Support Group meetings through this app, so we are keen to make sure we are supporting every 

parent to learn this new technology. Eventually we will expand this use for more efficient messaging and 

communication between the school and you. Thank you for your cooperation.

 

Lesley Foster - Assistant Principal

Sentral Parent App
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School Council Dinner
Hello Heatherwood School Community!
 
We, your school council members, would like to take this opportunity to inform you of the amazing experience 
we were fortunate enough to encounter last term at Heatherwood; A dinner put on by the Heatherwood 
Hospitality students and staff.  This is the first time that school councillors (past and present) were invited to 
a dining experience that was planned and executed by the Heatherwood Hospitality students and staff.  Each 
school councillor received a formal invitation to attend the event.  The invitation allowed for us to RSVP and 
to put forward any dietary requirements; the catering needed to include Low FODMAP, Gluten Free and 
Vegetarian options.  Upon arrival on the evening we were met by a maître d’ who escorted each of us into our 
dining area and it could have been a room in any five star venue.  There were floral arrangements, beautifully 
ironed and folded table cloth and serviettes, cutlery that shined and glassware that you could see your reflection 
in; it was evident that an immense amount of work had gone into making this evening successful.  Each student 
was allocated areas of the table to attend to by taking our food and drink orders, delivering meals, checking 
that we were satisfied with our meals, making appropriate small talk and clearing the dishes from the table; the 
wait staff were flawless!  And the food……….. WOW it was absolutely delicious.  You could taste how much 
love and effort had gone into each perfectly plated dish.  The students were supported by staff who gave the 
occasional nod or hand gesture to ensure that the students were able to confidently execute their tasks for the 
evening.  The evening ended with an introduction to all of the students and staff who had worked on every 
facet of the evening.  We as school council members could not have been more impressed and proud of this 
group of Heatherwood students.  Each and every student poured their heart and soul into making the evening 
a wonderful dining experience.  It certainly illustrated to the school council that this program is not only setting 
our kids up for future employment in hospitality, it will make a career for those with passion in this area.     
 
Well done to all of the Hospitality students and staff!

 

Michelle Payne 

on behalf of the Heatherwood School Council

Office Reminder
All visitors to the school, including parents and carers, need to report to the Office upon arrival 

Please remember if you wish to speak to a teacher, your first point of contact is with the Office, who will contact 
your requested teacher. If they are unavailable, Office staff will gladly take a message. We cannot have visitors 
wandering around the school or through the corridors.

Reminder - if you are picking your child up from school, please ring the school office so we can add them to our 
pick up list and can notify the shuttle bus (if required). If you are picking up your child at 2:45pm (finishing 
time), they are to be picked up at the side gate access at the Manningham DISC carpark. Please ensure you have 
spoken to the staff member at the gate and your child’s name has been marked off the list so we know they have 
been collected and are safe.
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Year 9 Camp Update
� 
HEATHERWOOD 

SCHOOL YEAR 9 CAMP - CHANGE OF DATE 

15/07/2021 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

We are looking forward to our upcoming Year 9 camp. We know that every student attending 
the camp will gain a great deal from it, experience new things and be faced with exciting 
learning opportunities. 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the dates of the camp have changed. The 
change is from Monday 2nd August- Thursday 5th August, Week 4), to exactly two weeks 
later from Monday 16th August-Thursday 19th August, Week 6. This change has had to 
occur as Charnwood Camp is experiencing a staffing shortage due to the NSWNIC border 
closure. 

We apologise for the change, but have been able to negotiate a change of date with hopefully 
minimal impact to families and school events. 

If there are any alterations to the forms you have submitted (such as pick up information), or 
if you have any questions or concerns about this change please do not hesitate to contact your 
child's classroom teacher. 

Can all families please return the below section of the form acknowledging you are aware of 
the date change and return this to school ASAP. 

Thank you in advance, 

Erin Perry, Martyn Drysdale and Braham Morris. 
Camp co-ordinators. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHANGE OF DATE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

I have read the above letter and am aware of the change of date to Year 9 Camp. I 
acknowledge camp will now be Monday 16th August - Thursday 19th August. 

Child's Name: -----------------------

Parent Signature: 

Date: 
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We visited Lysterfield Park last week. It was fun. We saw many different birds.

We went on a walk and crossed over the lake. It was a cold day. We were lucky it did not rain while we 
were walking.

We were lucky to see kangaroos. Some of them were big. We saw a joey in a pouch.

We had to be very quiet to not scare the kangaroos.  We saw huge huts made from branches.

Thank you Anthony for an awesome excursion.          

J5 and Madeleine Campanaro - Class Teacher 

J5 Lysterfield Park 
Excursion

Work Experience
The year 2021 is proving to be as challenging as last year. We have had many successful work 

experience opportunities and my sincere thanks goes out to the many employers who, despite 

the interruptions, have provided placements. I would certainly give a shoutout to Harris Scarfe 

in Ringwood, Aumann’s Nursery in Templestowe, Mishou’s Café in Mitcham, The Mount 

Dandenong Preschool and The Healesville Sanctuary. All these venues and many more have given 

our students a taste of “work” in their industry in a most caring and nurturing way. 

The year 10’s are looking forward to their first Work Experience in week 2 of term 4. Hopefully we 

will be able to provide a great first experience in an area of interest. Thank you to parents for their 

invaluable help in providing suggestions from their local area or local contacts. 

Robin Vierke - Work Experience Co-ordinator 
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Phillip Island Camp

Year 7 Camp has been a highlight of 2021. We planned and pivoted and we eventually hit the road on the 

14th of July to Phillip Island.

As we left Heatherwood the rain was tumbling down however on arrival at the CYC camp the sun began 

to peak out. We headed off on our first excursion to the Nobbies. It was a windy, wild success we then 

headed off to see the Penguins arrive at Sunset. The Penguins put on a great show. The next day the students 

participated in high adventure activities such as archery, rock climbing, flying fox and giant swing. All the 

students who participated and had an excellent time. The next day we headed to Churchill Island where 

students had a chance to milk a cow, watch the sheep shearing, whip cracking and a very talented sheep dog 

round up the sheep. We watched an amazing sunset at Cape Woolamai and finished the camp with Go-

karting, Archery and Cicratron. 

Sally Campbell - J3 Teacher, Camp Co-ordinator
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When:   Last week
Who:   Most year 7 students
Where:   Phillip Island
What:

•  Rock climbing 
•  Penguins
•  Archery
•  Go-karting
•  Giant swing
•  Flying fox
•  Churchill Island
•   sheep shearing
•   cow milking
•   working dog show
•  Whip cracking
•  Beach walk
•  Swan lake and park for lunch

Favourite activity:  
  Giant swing

Emily Harding – J3 Student

Phillip Island Camp Report
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Opinion Survey

We want our parents/cargivers/guardians to tell us what they think! 

 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our 

school. The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the 

Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected 

parents/caregivers/guardians (previously known as the Parent Opinion Survey). It is designed 

to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, student 

behaviour, student engagement and experiences of remote and flexible learning. Our school will 

use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  

 

Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. 

 

All responses to the survey are anonymous. This year, the Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey 

will be conducted from Monday 19 July and Friday 3 September 2021.

 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be 

accessed at any convenient time on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones.

 

Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more information.

 

Nigel Ross - Learning Specialist and Survey Co-ordinator
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Success is... 
Success 

 
 

Happiness 
 
I think happiness is a feeling that someone 
expresses when they feel a certain way.  Those 
feelings are relaxed, light, confident, feeling good 
about yourself and inspired.  When I have 
something to look forward to that makes me happy, 
it gets me out of bed in the morning and I’m in a 
good mood.  Feeling happy can be when someone 
does something for me or when I have done 
something that I am proud of. 
 

Hard work 
 
My thoughts on hard work is that the more you do 
the better you will get at achieving your goals.  I also 
think that hard work needs a lot of effort, trying 
harder than you have before and doing more than 
you have been asked to do or expected to do.  Hard 
work can also be when you achieve more than usual.  
When you have worked hard you are full of 
adrenalin and you feel good about yourself. 
 

 
Patience 

 
Patience is the ability to be able to wait and 
understand that even though you might want 
something to happen for you right now, you need to 
be patient because the world doesn’t revolve 
around you.  I think patience is when you have a 
goal to either get a job, save your money and get a 
car or exercising to be healthier.  To be able to do 
those things you need to be patient because it won’t 
happen straight away, it will take some time, so you 
will need to wait and be patient. 
 

Success 
 

Success is working hard, being happy and patient.  
All those 3 things, if you throw them in a pot it 
makes success.  Being successful can be many 
things. It depends what your goals are in life.  It can 
also be your attitude, being nice to people and 
helping people when they need it.   

 
 

  
 

 

Senior Student and Mark Walker - Senior School Teacher
Remote learning lesson 


