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Paul Hills 
a word from our Principal... 

Building Plans 

The school has received 
confirmation that the building 
plans have finally been approved!  

This means that; 

• the existing portables will be removed and the 
Gym and the Science room will be demolished. 

• the front entrance and waiting area (often the 
concern of many members of the community) 
will be altered. 

The new building will be constructed in the space 
currently filled by the portables and gymnasium and 
will include; 

• ten new classrooms 
• a teacher professional planning area 
• a new Science room 
• a new Technology/Computer room 
• an outside Learning Centre 
• new Offices 
• interview rooms, and 
• a full sized basketball court/gymnasium. 

This is very exciting news for the school and has been 
designed to provide flexible learning facilities to meet 
both the current and future needs of the school and its 
community. There will be a period of change during 
2018 to allow the building program and construction 
to occur. The focus however during 2018 will continue 
to be on teaching and learning, and changes to 
programs and groupings will be kept to a minimum. 
Future Newsletters will keep the community informed 
of the progress towards achieving the best possible 
facilities for our students and the learning 
opportunities they will provide. 

NEW Recreation Space 

Another facility that the school is developing is the 
area used by students during recess and lunch times. 
Currently, the school has two basketball courts, cricket 
nets, a passive garden area for students to sit and read, 
or talk, a basketball goal-shooting area, a pergola, and 
playground equipment. We are also able to share the 
oval with Donvale Primary School.  
While the new building program is underway, some 

outside student recreation areas may be effected.  
The school is very committed to student health and 
strongly encourages active participation in physical 
activities.  
With this in mind, the school is developing a new 
playground with equipment which will provide 
challenging physical activities. By constructing it in a 
different position, it will open an area for ball games. 
Work on the new recreation space will begin next 
week. 

This is a very exciting time for Heatherwood as it 
continues to strive to provide the very best facilities to 

challenge and engage students in their learning. 

 

Thank You 

Thank you to the parents/carers and students who 
participated in the parent-teacher meetings (SSGs). 
These meetings are a very important opportunity for 
the school to involve its community in the education 
of the students. 

We appreciate all the ongoing feedback we are 
receiving about the interview process. 

 

2017 Term Dates 
Term 3 17 July - 22 September  

School Vacation 23 September - 08 October  

Term 4 09 October - 22 December  

School Vacation 
23 December - 28 January 2018  
*Teachers return Mon 29 Jan 
*Students return Wed 31 Jan 

Date Event 

Sat 2-Wed 20 Sept USA Tour 

Mon 4-Fri 15 Sept Year 11 Work Experience 

Thur 14 Sept SRC R U OK? Day 

Fri 15 Sept Interschool Athletics Carnival 

Fri 22 Sept House Day 

Fri 22 Sept 
Final Day Term 3 
Students dismissed early 1:50 pm 

Mon 9 Oct First Day Term 4 

Fri 3 Nov 
Curriculum Day 
Students not required at school 

Tues 7 Nov Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 
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Lesley Foster 
Assistant Principal 

School Support Group Meetings (SSG) 

Thank you to all parents/carers for meeting 
teachers and helping them develop the best 
individual plans for your child for the rest of 
the year. The knowledge you bring to the 
meeting about your child is invaluable; your 
aspirations and plans for the future assist us in 
creating the best educational opportunities we 
can for you and your son/daughter.  
I am often asked how many times SSGs occur. 
In simple terms an SSG is simple a meeting to 
discuss plans or concerns and can be called at 
any time during the year by parents/carers or 
the school. If you have missed the SSG, please 
do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher 
and arrange a time that is convenient for you 
and the school. 
If you have updated your contact details, e.g. 
phone, email, please call the school and let the 
Office staff know. Occasionally we find that 
contact numbers have changed.  
Once again, thank you very much for working 
with us to develop the skills and knowledge 
for your child.  

Heatherwood training students from the 
Major Universities  

Five students from Monash University - 

Berwick Campus are attending Heatherwood 

for the next 4-5 weeks as part of a training 

programme before they graduate as teachers. 

Clare with (Robin Vierke Year 9), Gemma 

(with Katherine Walsh), Natasha (with Kath 

Horgen), Madaline (with Patty Sendeckyj), 

Nikki (Ewan Wheeler) and next week 

Matthew Whittle (with Tony Walker).  

These are our teachers of the future and 

Heatherwood is proud to be involved in their 

training; guiding and advising them on the 

skills needed to deliver educational 

programmes in a way that supports student 

learn. Next term we will be working with 

students from Latrobe University and 

Australian Catholic University as part of the 

applied programme in work placement.  

We continue to receive students from the 

University of Melbourne as well. 

Doncaster Students 

The ADVANCE students who attended 

Heatherwood in Term 3 have completed their 

placement. The students have supported 

teachers and students in the classrooms every 

Wednesday 11-12.30. Advantages for both 

schools are invaluable and students quickly 

find a common ground of understanding, 

communication and appreciation.  

In this newsletter, please read the letters of 

thank you from the Doncaster students. The 

partnership between the two schools has 

grown over many years and all students find 

the experience very rewarding.  

Thank you to all staff and students from both 

schools for being involved and providing 

opportunities for the growth of education in 

our community. 

Literacy and Numeracy Week 

4-10 September 

Teachers in Curriculum Teams have been 

planning activities for the whole school to 

celebrate Literacy and Numeracy Week.  

We are developing some problem solving 

activities that involve collaboration and 

teamwork. We are also creating a showcase of 
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students’ work which will be on display.  

We will be challenging students as well as 

celebrating achievements across the school.  

Students who have enrolled in The Premiers 

Reading Challenge will be receiving their 

Certificates during this week.  

Braham Morris 
Assistant Principal 

Year 10 students are still talking about Work 

Experience this term and some have been 

lucky enough to acquire some additional part 

time work.  

The Year 10’s have also been enjoying the 

Buggies Program and for some it has been the 

highlight of their week. 

During this term, Year 9 had a wonderful 
experience up at the 15 Mile Creek Camp just 
outside of Benalla. Students were exposed to a 
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variety of challenges and team building 
activities which all enhanced student growth 
and independence. It was great observing the 
students out of the school environment and 
many had a story to tell about their own  
experiences in the outdoors. The highlight of 
the camp for most was the unbelievable day 
spent at Mount Buffalo in the snow. The 
conditions were absolutely perfect, with an 
abundance of snow and a clear sunny day. No 
one went hungry at 15 Mile Creek, with a 
variety of fresh produce and home grown 
meals served daily. Camps provide wonderful 
memories that students cherish for a lifetime 
and our students certainly have not stopped 
reflecting on the great time they had.  

I have also had the opportunity to visit some of 
the Advance Programs this term and it is 
wonderful to see the community and volunteer 
work that our students have been involved in. 
It is a great opportunity not only for the 
external organisations but also the growth and 
development of our students. 

I hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable break 
at the end of Term 3. 

Woolworths Earn & Learn 
Community Program!  

Bring your stickers to school  
and place them in the letterbox  

outside the Gym Office. 

There’s no limit to the number of points we 
can collect, so your participation will really 
make a difference. The more stickers collected, 
the more points we earn, the more resources 
we can order! 

Thank you in advance and happy collecting! 

Trade Kitchen Menu 
TERM 3 - WEEKS 7-10  

MONDAY 
Egg and Bacon Tart w Green Salad  4.50 
Apricot Crumble Pie       1.00  

TUESDAY 
‘Beef’ or ‘Spinach & Ricotta’ 
Cannelloni            4.50 
Lemon Tart w Cream    1.00  

WEDNESDAY  
Sticky Sesame Chicken Drumsticks  
w Fried Rice      4.50 
Raspberry & White-Choc Scones  1.00  

THURSDAY 
Home-made Pizza 
‘Meat Lovers’ or ‘Roast Veg w Fetta’ 4.50 
 Caramel Slice      1.00 

• Students are to place their order & pay at 
Trade Kitchen in the morning  

• Pick up at lunchtime  

• Please note these menus are subject to 
change due to fresh food provided by 
Horticulture  

• Food is prepared in a kitchen that uses 
eggs, and other ingredients that may con-
tain traces of nuts 

Check with the Office 

to see if you have paid 

DON’T MISS OUT!! 
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SRC Update 

Lynda DenElzen  

LEADERSHIP SKILLS TRAINING 

On Thursday 24 August our School Captains 
and Year 12 SRC did some work focused on 
speaking confidently in front of peers and 
special guests, when the need arises.  
The students were asked to talk about the 
Sports & Recreation Program, Hospitality and 
Trade Kitchen. The Captains and Year 12 SRC 
learned how to use the microphone correctly; 
how to stand when talking, and body language 
when speaking in public.  
The Captains then received feedback from 
Lynda and Tony! It was a very successful 
session! 

FUNDRAISING  

BUDDY PROGRAM 

Selected SRC students met with Mr. Morris on 
Tuesday 22 August to take part in training 
sessions on how to be a buddy to students new 
to our school.  
The session involved discussing what is a 
buddy, and the role Heatherwood SRC may 
play to make students welcome and feel cared 
for at our school. 
This is an exciting new initiative involving 
SRC. 
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RESILIENCE at Nayook Winter 
Outdoor Ed Program  
Anthony Lenaghan 

 
On Monday 7 August we saw ten brave 
students from Senior School volunteer to 
attend the Department of Education camp at 
Nayook (near Mt Baw Baw) for a five-day 
Outdoor Education Program, designed to test 
them to the limit. 

Tuesday morning brought 10 cm of fresh snow 
to the beautiful Mt Baw Baw plateau as 
students took on toboggans, snowshoes and 
downhill skis.  The highlight was the special 
visit to the Husky dogs, organised by Howling 
Huskys Sled Dog Tours. Thank you to their 
kind staff for allowing our students special one
-on-one time with the dogs, including the 
puppies! 

On Wednesday students, kitted out in wetsuits 
and having pumped up the 8-seater rafts, took 
a freezing paddling journey across the local 
dam. We played some hilarious games and 
nearly froze in the icy water, all part of 
building mental and emotional toughness.  
Wednesday also saw students excel on the tree 
canopy challenge, zipping from tree to tree 
through the stunning rainforest. 

Thursday involved an easier pace but still a 
very challenging rainforest walk in the area 
around Toorongo Falls, exploring the old 
trestle bridges of the former Noojee timber 
tramway. 

Our students worked in collaboration with 
Yarra Ranges SDS students and the two 
schools combined to form a powerful team 
over the 5 days. 
Well done to Alex, Joseph, Win, Hanno, 
Brohdi, Bridget, Jessica, Kirsty, Larissa and 
Leah for your wonderful achievement. 

And a big thank you to staff 
members Stephanie and Liza, 
and our volunteer Katie,  for 

supporting the camp and 
making it so successful. 
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NAIDOC Day 
Sally Campbell 

On Friday 21 July, Heatherwood School hosted 

a special assembly to celebrate NAIDOC. 

NAIDOC means National Aboriginal and 

Islander Day Observance Committee. 

The schools indigenous students gathered to 

organise ideas for the assembly and run the day. 

Shannon, Katie, Oakes, Dan, Clary, Alex, Nate, 

Chantell and Sarah discussed ideas and created 

an Aboriginal exhibition in the Library.  

The creation and presentation of the exhibition 

produced wonderful discussion amongst the 

students about their own personal history, 

background and ancestry.  

The build-up for the 

NAIDOC assembly 

included rehearsals and 

meetings. 

We welcomed 

Georgina Nicholson 

from the Wurundjeri 

Council, “Auntie 

Georgina”; the Elder 

who presented the 

Welcome to Country. 

The students were very 

excited to meet her and 

perform for her.  

The Aboriginal students performed: 

• Master of Ceremony 

• sang songs, and 

• presented stories of their own  

NAIDOC Day experiences 

After the event, there was a new pride in the 

students’ about their Aboriginal heritage and an 

enjoyment of sharing their culture with fellow 

students. 
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August Review 
Sam Ditty 

National School Sport Cross Country 
Championships 
Friday 11-Monday 14 Aug, Hobart, Tasmania) 

Daniel Milone (M9) and Ben Franklin (J3) 
qualified and competed as part of Team Vic in 
the recent National School Sport Cross Country 
Championships in Tasmania. This is an 
enormous achievement and both students 
performed extremely well. 

Daniel Milone results: 

• 1st place in 16-19 years male multi-class 
individual 3km Cross Country race 

• 3rd place in 16-19 years multi-class Cross 
Country relay 

Ben Franklin results: 

• 7th place in 13-14 years male multi-class 
individual 3km Cross Country race  

Congratulations on these fantastic results 
especially in the cold and wet conditions in 
Hobart! 

PE Swimming Program 

Great success with the Year 7 and 8 students 
participating in a term of swimming sessions 
through Physical Education classes during either 
Term 2 or 3 this year.  Students have been 
working hard at the Bulleen Swim Centre at 
improving stroke technique and water safety 
skills. We are in our final weeks of the program 
for Term 3 and head to Ringwood Aquanation 
Pool for some deep water work in developing 
confidence in a larger public pool environment. 
This deep water confidence has been a great 
addition to the PE Swimming Program in 2017 
and we look forward to further developing this 
essential program next year.   

Well done to all students who have giving their 
best and special thanks to the Heatherwood staff 
who session after session take to the water to 
teach the deeply important swimming and water 
safety skills to our students. Much appreciated 
especially on the cold wintery days!  

Please email me if you have any other sporting 
achievement you wish to be recognised and 
celebrated. 

ditty.samantha.s@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Phys. Ed.  &   

Sport 
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USA Tour 

Jo Larkin 

On Saturday 2 September, the 5th 

Heatherwood School USA Tour will depart 

Australia for an adventure of a lifetime!  

The tour will visit : 

• New York 

• Philadelphia 

• Washington DC 

• Niagara Falls 

• Toronto 

• Los Angeles 

• Hawaii 

The 17 students, one volunteer and five staff 

cannot wait to explore new places, feel the 

warmth, visit Disneyland and the beaches in 

Hawaii. 

Science Week 

Mark Nowak 

On Tuesday 15 August, Heatherwood School 

travelled to the planets of the Solar System! 

Putting on  Virtual Reality headsets, students 

became Astronauts and explored some of the 

planets and moons that are in our 

neighbourhood.  

It was a terrific experience and this technology 

is sure to become part of our experience at 

home in the near future. A big thank you to all 

students who were respectful to both the  

equipment and the facilitator who ran the 

program. 
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Information Session Dates 2017  

Courses at the Department of Work 
Education Melbourne Polytechnic  

Preston Campus  

• 22302VIC Certificate I in Work Education/Genera/Ignition Theatre/Hospitality 
• 22301VIC Certificate I in Transition Education 
• FDF2011 Certificate II in Food Processing 
• 22293VIC Certificate I in Initial Adult Literacy & Numeracy 
• 22294VIC Course in Initial Adult Literacy & Numeracy  

Information Session 

• Friday 27 October 4.00 – 5.00 Building W109  

Melbourne Polytechnic Preston Campus Building W Room W109 77 St Georges Road, Preston 
~ For further information please call Julie Lew ~  Phone:  9269 8390 


