a word from our
Principal…
Paul Hills
Welcome
I would like to take this
opportunity to welcome
all new families, parents
and carers to the
Heatherwood community
and welcome back families of returning students.
To new families, we hope that you will all be active
members of the community and would strongly
encourage you becoming involved with your child’s
education through participation in a number of
opportunities that the school offers. We also trust
that we can count on your support to assist the
school in providing the best challenging educational
opportunities to assist with the academic, personal
and social growth of your child.
To returning families, welcome back and we also hope
that you continue and even extend your
involvement in your child’s education and support
for the school.
We welcome 3 new staff to Heatherwood this year.
Julie Burbidge – Visual Arts, Elizabeth Reid –
Trade Kitchen and Clive Dinmore – Middle
school.
A number of staff are working in different areas
within the school this year and I am sure that as all
staff are a rich resource, they and our new staff will
add value to the teaching and learning opportunities
in their new sections.
2018 is a year in which the school is strongly
encouraging innovation and looking at new
challenging and engaging opportunities for its
students. It is also a year in which significant
changes will occur; including a new building
program, the need to combine some classes and
development of new programs in addition to
events such as running a Post-School Option
‘Expo’. The school can only be as strong as its
community and without community support and
involvement, opportunities for student growth and
success will be limited.

Calendar of Events
Fri 2 Mar

Casual Dress for World Vision
Gold Coin Donation

Mon 12 Mar

Labour Day public holiday

Mon 26-Thur 28 Mar

Year 8 Rubicon Camp

Thur 28 Mar

House Day—Cross Country

Thur 28 Mar

LAST DAY Term 1
early dismissal 1.50 pm

No open-toed shoes

TERM BREAK
Mon 16 Apr

FIRST DAY Term 2

As the school begins its programs for 2018, we have
reminded students of the following, and hope that
you can support and reinforce the messages we are
giving to them.
Absences/Parent & Carer Contact Detail
The Department of Education and Training (DET)
have developed new guidelines for informing
parents/carers if their student is absent. Schools are
required to inform parents/carers within 2 hours of
an absence.
This can ONLY work if the school has current
up-to-date contact details.
Please ensure that the school records any changes to
phone numbers and/or email address.
Mobile Phone Policy
The school has been reviewing its Digital Device
and Mobile phone policy to ensure that the wellbeing of students is ensured to the best of our
ability. As you would be aware cyber-safety is a
growing issue and schools and DET are working at
measures to address a number of concerns. The
new policy will be implemented from the beginning
of Term 2.
Please read the policy (attached) and we would
greatly appreciate the full support of our
community in ensuring that all students both

Please make sure all your
students’ clothing is clearly
labelled with their name.
Sadly, there are many items of uniform
we cannot return to the rightful owner.
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understand and implement the policy.
The school can only address issues that occur at
school and we are certain that when students use
digital devices and mobile phones responsibly (both
inside and especially outside school), issues
associated with student well-being will be reduced.
Building Update
At this stage we believe the tender process has been
completed and we are waiting to hear an outcome
and will then meet with the successful tenderer.
School Council Elections
The School Council plays a very important role and
a cohesive, enthusiastic, committed and supportive
Council with a focus on improvement and
representing the whole school community is vital to
the well-being and growth of the school. You
should have received an outline of the election
process and nomination forms. We do greatly
appreciate the involvement of the school
community and this is one opportunity that I would
encourage you to consider.
Professional Practice Days
From the beginning of the 2018 school year the
Victorian Government Schools Agreement 2017
introduces one professional practice day per term
for each full time teacher. The purpose of these
professional practice days are to release teachers
from their scheduled duties so that they can focus
on the improved delivery of high quality teaching
and learning. These are not pupil free days. When a
teacher or section is released, they will be covered
internally by specialist teachers. Every effort will be
made to reduce student anxiety and ensure minimal
disruption to school programs.
NDIS
I believe that some families have had success in
being contacted by NDIS planners and others are
still waiting. We would like to gain some feedback
about your experiences with the NDIS process, so if
you are able to email me or send a note I would
appreciate it so I can get an overview on how the
community and the NDIS are connected.
Playground
The playground equipment has been installed and
hopefully once the area around the playground is
completed, students will be able to enjoy the new
challenges the equipment can present.
Fitness Equipment
New fitness equipment has been installed and is
being well-used by the students. The equipment is
made up of a number of ‘stations’ and is situated
near the side entrance to the school.
I look forward to working with you.

Lesley Foster
Assistant Principal
Welcome to all the new 2018
students and families/carers and
welcome back to all students and
families from 2017.
Heatherwood also welcomes our
new staff - Elizabeth Reid (Trade Kitchen), Clive
Dinmore, (class teacher Year 10) and Julie Burbidge,
(teacher of Visual Art).
It has been a busy and productive start to the year.
The most important focus for the school is to make
sure that all students, particularly new students, are
settling into their new home groups, new teachers/
staff and new timetables. Our Captains, Vice
Captains, House Captains, Ambassadors and
Student Representative Council (SRC) students have
been busy welcoming new students and taking a
lead during our House Day recently.
Teachers have been preparing for Student Support
Group (SSG) meetings in the week starting 5 March
this term when they will meet with families/carers.
Students have all been assessed in English and
Maths. Teachers are preparing individual learning
plans which they will discuss with you at the SSG
meetings.
With three double portables removed last year in
readiness for our new buildings, many classes have
been accommodated in the main school. Specialist
areas have been turned into classrooms and quite a
number of classes are now working together in a
collaborative learning environment. I have been
very pleased with the level of cooperation and
flexibility from staff and students.
Transition is a challenge and it is very satisfying to
see students settling into school and willing to learn.
I am enjoying moving across classrooms, meeting
your children, working with staff to develop the
skills and abilities they bring to the school.
Feedback is a key component of the way we do
things at Heatherwood, from students, parents,
carers and staff. We provide and receive it every day
and try to work on the feedback we are given. We
always welcome your feedback and will do our best
to make sure your child’s experience with us is
enjoyable and productive. Thank you.

Braham Morris
Assistant Principal
The year has started off really
smoothly, with all students settling
into their new classes with ease.
We have welcomed a number of
new students who have been
shown around the school by our

370-380 Springvale Road DONVALE 3111 | ph: 9842 8319 | fax: 98428512 | email: heatherwood.sch@edumail.vic.gov.au

SRC reps and school ambassadors.
This year we have a cohort of school ambassadors
who interact with students at break times and
ensure that all students have someone to talk to
and/or play with.
All Year 10 students should have now received
consent forms for the Year 10 Anglesea Camp.
Full payment and completed forms need to be
returned before the end of Term 1.
M1 has embarked on a new program this semester
and attends the Heatherwood Collingwood Farm
Program each Monday and Tuesday. So far all
reports have been positive with students learning,
engaging and social interactions being enhanced in
an outdoor and alternative environment.

Overall, student engagement this term has been very
positive and inclusive, and all programs are up and
running.

SRC

Heatherwood SRC Ambassadors have been helping
new students out in the yard at recess and lunchtime
trying to ensure all students feel supported. The
Ambassadors will continue to go through training
with Mr. Morris throughout 2018 to further develop
their skills. This will enable them to continue with
the valuable work they do.
Casual Dress Day
Friday 2 March will be Casual Dress Day. Students
will be fundraising for World Vision and can wear
casual dress on this day by donating a gold coin.
There will be a Notice going home about this.
Student Representative Roles and
Responsibilities are to:
1.
2.
3.

Lynda and David

4.

Our amazing SRC/Ambassadors

5.

It has been a busy start to Term 1. Heatherwood
SRC started off hosting ‘Welcome Day’ for the new
students. All new students received a certificate
welcoming them to Heatherwood School and at
lunchtime, SRC representatives gathered to meet
and greet all of the students. At the school
information night, Heatherwood School Captains
introduced themselves to the school community.
They also helped show parents to classrooms. The
leadership and confidence displayed by these
outstanding young leaders was very much
appreciated.

6.

participate fully in SRC with commitment and
honesty
act as a spokesperson between the classroom,
the SRC and Paul Hills
attend meetings, functions and activities as
required
be a role model in the school including
excursions and camps
promote the SRC in the school and wider
community
assist the SRC to develop and grow

Qualities of a Heatherwood Ambassador
1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

Ability to approach and communicate with
new students across all Year levels at
Heatherwood ensuring they feel part of our
school community.
Ability to ask questions to our new students
such as what interests or hobbies they have
outside school.
Able to identify if a student is making new
friends . Inform a teacher or member of the
SRC/Ambassador team if the student may
require extra support.
Be a good role model by being trustworthy
and reliable at all time.
Display enthusiasm and be willing to assist
with any Ambassador related activities and
events or participate in any training.
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a word from the Office...
Parents and Carers
•
All visitors to the school, including
parents and carers, need to report to
the Office upon arrival
Please remember if you wish to speak to
a teacher, your first point of contact is with
the Office, who will contact your requested
teacher. If they are unavailable, Office staff
will gladly take a message
•
Parking can become a major problem for
the school, especially at drop of and pick
up times. You could greatly assist by
parking in the lower carpark of the
Manningham DISC (next door to the
school) and walk the pathway into the side
entrance, following the signs. Your
cooperation would be greatly appreciated
•
Please make sure all your students’ clothing
is clearly labelled with their name
•
Remind your young person NOT to share
food with other students, due to health and
safety reasons
CSEF Applications
The first payment of successful CSEF
applications will be paid to the school early
March. Any family who has applied for CSEF
should have received a ‘yellow acknowledgement slip’
from the Office.
If you have applied and have NOT received
this slip, please call Kaye Shilcock - Business
Manager ASAP.
Please Note
*CSEF funds can ONLY be used towards
Camps, Sporting Activities (including the
Junior Swimming Program) and Excursions.
Your school Statement may ‘appear’ to be in
credit however the Essential Items, Homeskill
charges (where applicable) and items such as the
Year Book are NOT covered by this funding.
They need to be covered by other means.

2018 Yearbook
The 2018 Yearbook will ONLY be ordered for
your student, if the $25.00 charge has been paid
in full.
NB: payment in full is required before
November. Reserve YOUR copy now!
Second-hand Uniform
The school is always seeking to source good
quality, second-hand Uniform items.
If you have garments to donate, the school will
graciously accept them…
Thank You!
Accident and Property Insurance
Parents/guardians of students, who do not have
student accident insurance,
•
are responsible for paying the cost of
medical treatment for injured students,
including the cost of ambulance
attendance or transport as well as any other
transport costs; and
•
can purchase insurance policies from
commercial insurers.
Parents/guardians and staff are reminded
that the Department does not hold insurance
for personal property brought to schools and it
has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to
such property.
Playground Supervision
Parents are reminded that playground supervision is
provided from 8.45 am on school days until the
last contract bus departs after school and that
no formal supervision of the playground occurs
outside those hours.

Home Skills

Semester 1 charges are now due.
Your prompt payment of these charges will
ensure that this quality program continues.
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Physical Education
Sam Ditty
Student reminders for Physical Education
classes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wear runners
Wear school sports uniform or shorts/tracksuit
pants & t-shirt (no dresses at PE please)
Wear cap or hat
Bring a full water bottle
Bring Asthma puffers if required
Apply sunscreen prior to PE session
Hair shoulder length or longer to be tied up
If you are unable to participate in a PE session
please provide a written note from home to the
PE teacher.

Active April
Premier’s Active April encourages Victorian families
to get healthy and active by participating in 30
minutes of physical activity a day for the month of
April and beyond. Jump on board, register at
www.activeapril.vic.gov.au
*Please refer to flyer in this Newsletter for more
information.
House Achievement Program

Pearson House (Red)
Student Leaders
Kevin Trinh (S7)
Matt Sobierajski
(S2)
Staff Leaders
Mark Nowak & Sue King
Evans House (Yellow)
Student Leaders
Renee Anger (S7)
Jacob Stephens
(S2)
Staff Leaders
Jason Kurfurst &
Liza McCormack
Overall House Staff Achievement Program
Coordinators:
Sam Ditty, Leanne Diez, Tony Walker

New menu items for Trade
Kitchen

House ‘Welcome Afternoon’ provided students and Elizabeth Reid
staff an opportunity to gather together in their House Starting Monday 5 March there will be some
Teams, meet their House Staff Leaders, welcome
additional items on the menu for students.
new students, revisit the House Achievement Card
Pasta with bolognaise sauce and cheese $3.50
system, and vote in their House Student Leaders for •
the 2017. Well done to all senior students whom
•
BBQ chicken pizza $2.50
proudly nominated themselves for this role. We are
Wrap breads also available for most sandwiches
pleased to announce the 2018 House Staff & Student •
e.g. ham and salad wrap
Leaders and wish them all the best as they uphold the
names of the famous Australian athletes.
We have updated the Order Form.
Huegill House (Blue)
The form was distributed to all classes
on Thursday 1 March
Student Leaders
Jess Dennis (S7)
Brandon Matthews
(S7)
Staff Leaders
Ewan Wheeler & Ryan Teasel
Stosur House (Green)
Student Leaders
Daniel Milone (S7)
Heidi WellingsDavis (S7)
Staff Leaders
Emma Still & Ken Igba
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Sports for Schools 2018
Leanne Diez

Bring your vouchers to school and place
them in the box outside the Gym Office.

It’s back for 2018. Once again our school is taking
part in the Coles Sports for Schools Program.
Through Sports for School, Coles has supplied over
$20 million worth of sports gear to over 7,500
schools across Australia.

At the end of the program, all vouchers will be
collected and sent back to Coles head office by
Heatherwood School. We will be able to redeem our
collected vouchers against a choice of resources
from RHSports.

From Wednesday 7 February to Tuesday 3 April,
Coles and Coles Express stores will give you one
voucher for every $10 you spend (exclusions apply).

There’s no limit to the number of points we can
collect, so your participation will really make a
difference. The more vouchers collected, the more
points we earn, the more sports equipment we can
order for student use!

You can also collect electronic Coles Sports for
schools vouchers when you shop at Coles Online!
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Science News
Sue King
Term 1
Year 7 topic for this term is ‘I’m Alive’; looking at
what makes something ‘alive’, how we classify living
things and how humans impact on the different
environmental habitats.

Year 9 will be looking at Earthquakes, why they
happen and where they occur. Students will come to
understand the Earth is made up of many tectonic
plates that are constantly moving due to the heated
mantle which lies below the Earth’s crust.

Did you know that Australia sits on the fastest moving
continental tectonic plate in the world? Australia is moving
north by about 7 centimetres each year, colliding
All living things are made up of cells, a hard concept with the Pacific Plate, which is moving west about 11
to grasp. One fun activity was where students made centimetres each year. Our next door neighbour,
their own cells using jelly, for the cytoplasm, and a
New Zealand, experiences up to 20,000 earthquakes
choc-malt ball for the nucleolus. This not only
each year of which about 250 are felt.
provided a great visual, once set, the students
To measure Earthquakes, seismologists use
enjoyed eating them!
seismographs to record movement. Year 9 will be
Year 8 topic is Properties of Matter and the three
making a simple seismograph, stimulating an
most common states of matter; gas, liquid and solids. earthquake and recording the movement. A very
enjoyable experiment.

Year 10 will been studying Genetics and how DNA,
(deoxyribonucleic acid), chromosomes and genes
create each of us as unique individuals. They will
discover there are inherited traits they receive from
The students will gain an understanding that matter their parents and extended family tree, such as hair
and eye colour, and how the environment impacts
is made up of particles and when you change
on other traits for example, our weight and
temperature or apply pressure, matter can change.
personality. They will look into cloning and via an
Students will conduct many experiments changing
the states of matter. The biggest ‘mind bender’ will interactive site will digitally clone their own mouse!
be deciding if Ooblek is a liquid or a solid. Ooblek is This section of the topic raises many ethical
questions and interesting class discussions.
a simple mixture of cornflour and water. When
pressure is applied it turns to a solid, however,
“Somewhere, something incredible is waiting
remove pressure and it reverts back to a liquid.

to be known”. - Carl Sagan; (American Astronomer,
Cosmologist, Astrophysicist and Astrobiologist)
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S7 - Sport and Rec 2018
Extra...Extra...Read all About It!
Queen’s Baton Relay Honours for
Heatherwood Staff Member Jo Larkin
Heatherwood School teacher Jo Larkin was granted
the privilege of carrying the Queen’s Baton as part of
the upcoming Commonwealth Games celebrations.
The Sport and Rec class wrote questions in small
groups and hosted interview sessions with Jo on her
wonderful and proud experience.
Team 1
Rachael Potter, Daniel Milone & Robert Weller

Robert – Why did you get chosen?
Jo was nominated by Kaye Shilcock, Mrs Bradley and
Loren Morena (Heatherwood Staff members) for her
volunteer coaching with the Australian Women’s
Intellectually Disabled Basketball team and for
running the Sport and Rec Program. It was a big
surprise to be nominated and an honour to have
been selected.
Rachael – What time did it start and finish?
Jo had to meet at St Kilda Surf Life Saving Club at
6am and got to carry the baton at 8.20am, after going
through security and briefing sessions.

Daniel – What is the Queen’s Baton about?
The Queen’s Baton has a message in it from the
Queen and the Queen’s grandson will be reading her
message at the Opening Ceremony of the Gold
Coast Commonwealth Games. The baton will have
been carried by 3,800 people around Australia.
Team 2
Lachie Wills, Ren Anger & Jye Lighten
Jye – Where was the event held?
The event all around Australia and the
Commonwealth countries and Jo was part of the St
Kilda leg.
Lachie – Why was there so much security?
Jo was surrounded by Victoria Police and Federal
Police to protect the baton, and her, from anyone
trying to touch or grab the baton. The police also
cleared the way and stopped people from getting in
her way.

Team 3
Shant Gedik, Heidi Wellings-Davis & Jess
Dennis
Jess – Where did the first Queen’s Baton relay start?
It started in England and has then travelled around
the world to different Commonwealth countries
before arriving in Australia.
Shant – Who designed the uniform?
Jo was unsure of the answer but knew the colours
represented the Gold Coast. The yellow is the sun,
the blue is the water and the orange is the sand.

Heidi – Were you nervous on the day?
Jo said she was only nervous as she thought she
Ren – How did you get the uniform?
Jo said there was a choice to order before or get it on might accidently drop the Queen’s Baton, other than
the day. Jo got it on the day of the relay so she could that she was very excited.
have the right sizes.
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Team 4
Hanno Jonker, Dean
Mitchell & Kevin Trinh
Dean – Did you enjoy the
Queen’s Baton Relay and if
you got selected again
would you take part in it?
Jo loved it and would be
very happy if she got the
offer again but
unfortunately the
opportunity may not
happen as the
Commonwealth Games are held every 4 years.

Kevin – Are you proud of your achievements that
got you selected in the Queen’s Baton Relay and
what were they?
Jo was nominated in the Queen’s Baton Relay
because of her role in coaching the Australian
Basketball Team and the Heatherwood School Sport
and Rec Program. She is extremely proud and
honoured to be selected and very thankful to her
friends that nominated her.
Team 5
Dale Atkins, Jake Briscoe & Nathan GueganHill

Lachie – Can you explain why you were nominated
for the Queen’s Baton Relay?
Jo was nominated for the volunteer coaching she has
done with the Victorian and Australian Intellectually
Disabled Women’s Basketball Teams. She was also
nominated for starting the Heatherwood School
Certificate in Sport and Rec Program, which is a
unique program she is very proud of.
Brandon – What was going through your head
whilst you were carrying the Queen’s Baton?
Jo was nervous and excited and really did not want
to drop the baton. She was very proud and thankful
her family and friends
were there to support her.

Nathan – What time did you have to wake up?
Jo had to wake up at 4.30am as she had to leave at
5am and be St Kilda to by 6am for briefing.
Dale – What was the weather like for your run?
It was beautiful sunny morning and I was very lucky
as in the afternoon it began raining.
Jake – Why were you selected to carry the baton and
how?
Jo was selected because of her service to the
community through her teaching and coaching and
was nominated by her 3 friends; Kaye, Loren and
Maggie.
Team 6
Amy Biddle, Brandon Matthews & Lachlan
Boyhan
Amy – How many people have participated in this
event?
There were 1000’s of people that have participated in
the Queen’s Baton Relay. There were 25 people or
more in each leg each day. There will have been
3,800 people in the Queen’s Baton Relay in Australia.
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Christmas Toy Run 2017
Sally Campbell

Bringing Christmas to Joy!

It was an amazing experience and the Heatherwood
students did a great job. They planned, they wrote,
they spoke and they presented.

Congratulations especially to Abby, Georgia and
Towards the end of 2017, my Reading Group read a Jacob and to the rest of the 2017 Reading Group.
book on fundraising. The students were inspired by
the book to run their own fundraising event. There
was much discussion about how to raise money, who
would benefit most and what the class needed to
plan to reach the desired goal.

Junior School News
Madeleine Camponaro

The discussion amongst the students highlighted the
It’s been a great start to Term 1.
need of children at Christmas who were poor and
without a family. The students came up with a great •
Year 8 Junior students are commencing
idea of a Toy Run.
Outdoor Ed excursions to the beach,
promoting safety in the water, exploring rock
They wrote a plan, which included negotiating with
pools and a nature walk.
the Principal, Paul Hills. The students wrote posters
and spoke at assemblies to promote the Toy Run. By •
Year 7 students and the new Year 8 students
20 December, the Reading Group had collected two
enjoyed the Welcome Day. It was a great
huge boxes of new toys!
success.
We took the toys to Berry Street were they were
•
Lunchtime Clubs have started, 12.30 –
received by Joy, to pass to all the Berry Street
12.50pm. They give students an opportunity to
children.
make friends, have fun and relax.
•

SSGs will commence in March.
Please organise a time to meet with your child’s
class teacher.
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